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Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 5th March 2024
(moved from 27th February)

Item 4  Matters Arising from the minutes

Item 5.
  Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 29th February 2024 were as follows:-

Deposit account: 
£ 14474.63
Current account:  
£ 751.66
Pension account   
£ 74.23
5.2.
Appointment of |Internal Auditor
Council has for many years used JDH Business Services as its internal auditor.

Recommendation: To invite JDH Business services to act as internal auditor for the financial year 2024 / 2025.

Council is asked to agree to the appointment of JDH Business Services
5.3.
Approval of Payments

There are no payments for approval this month
6.
Planning

There are no planning applications for consideration this month.
7
Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
7.1.1. Update
7.1.2 Community Space
 
7.2.
Carreghofa Primary School Project

Verbal Update
7.3.
Social media activity for the Council
 
Standing item (verbal report)
7.4.
Cross Border Rugby
The following was forwarded by Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council. It comes from Tom Symons of communications.co.uk.
Hi there,

Hope all is well. I'm getting in touch over an interesting press opportunity for the town of Llanymynech that we'd love to get your thoughts and input on. 

A quick summary:

· We are working with England Women's rugby, the Red Roses, and in the build-up to the women's Six Nations in March we have conceptualised an idea provisionally named 'one game, two countries'. 

· With the town of Llanymynech living on the Anglo-Welsh border, we are keen to explore the feasibility of setting up a small-sided rugby game played across the border featuring professional players from the English and Welsh squads. 

· The idea is to capture some great content for national and regional media coverage.

We're therefore looking for an outdoor space that crosses the border. We'd plan to invite a handful of journalists to cover the event, where perhaps we could set up interview opportunities from The Dolphin Pub? All communications will of course include mention of the town in a great light, promising some brilliant media exposure. 

It would be great to get your thoughts on this and if there's any suitable spaces you have in mind for setting up our rugby pitch. Please note we don't necessarily require the space for a full-scale pitch, we can operate a bit of a 'smoke and mirrors' approach if needed.

Best, Tom
I understand that since receiving this the company has been considering the Golf Course as a possible venue.
7.5
Re: Green Gen Vyrnwy Frankton Connection Application

Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council has made the following submission to the Scoping Opinion Consultation:-

Re: Green Gen Vyrnwy Frankton Connection Application

Scoping Opinion Consultation Response from Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council

Necessity for this Project

The applicant states in their own literature that this project is about Welsh power for Welsh people so why is this even coming into England at all?

We have not seen anything from the applicant that properly looks at alternatives to pylons, and they rule out undergrounding too easily.  They also have not looked at the “whole grid”, just their requirement to get power out of Wales, not get any power into Wales or distributed along the way.  This contravenes the Electricity Act 1989 as it’s not “efficient and effective”.

Surely the better approach would be to join up all the new wind farms and join the grid in North and South Wales. An even better approach would be to build a connection to the sea around Aberystwyth and have a subsea connection to the national Grid, again in North or South Wales.

The applicant has also acknowledged that the current route was designed in office with no attempt at a survey, site visit or real look at the impact on homes and businesses - the old National Grid route was, while still undesirable, better researched, with significantly less impact.

The previous attempt by National Grid to build a pylon run down the Vyrnwy Valley and through North Shropshire failed. Based on pylons, and with large stretches under-grounded, it was eventually rejected and did not proceed, even though it was better researched, and more account taken of the actual route. The environmental impact and the effect on rural lives and businesses, not to mention the public outcry at the time, caused the project to be discontinued. 

Why should the applicant have a second go at something that failed previously? They have failed to demonstrate a need now and precedent suggests it should, therefore, be rejected this time. Rushed through with undue haste, not well researched, with insufficient account taken of the impact on the environment, people and businesses, not to mention its likely gateway effect to further inappropriate development. How can the despoliation of so much of our precious rural landscape ever be justified when alternatives exist.

Risk of a Gateway Project

It is clear that the capacity of the route will only handle the applicant’s own proposed wind farms. This does not make it a project of national significance but a private line as the National Grid will have no opportunity to use it. What happens when the current route reaches capacity if more capacity is needed? More wind farms are already planned in Wales. It is obvious that once the pylons are approved and the route established bigger, more pylons would be approved with little chance to prevent this. 

Alternatives Dismissed Out of Hand

When questioned the applicant has dismissed any notion of taking the scheme underground. Digging is perfectly feasible, and is the default option in most of Europe, and as a result has significantly come down in price. Why will the applicant not consider it to protect fragile countryside and environments and people’s lives and livelihoods - no impact assessment has been done on the latter either and the recent ‘consultation’ ignored many of these concerns.

Tunnels would futureproof capacity, upgrades and provide facilities for other utilities. National Grid has the equipment, but this requires a much more joined up and mature approach to energy infrastructure in the UK, and this is lacking. Tunnels and digging can be dug underneath field drains and rivers, alleviating farmers’ concerns, and not so long ago a gas pipeline was laid across Wales from Milford Haven, entirely underground, and you cannot see where it was placed now.

A second option for connectivity in Wales at Trawsfynedd. It has been confirmed that all the National Grid infrastructure is still in place. The applicant has refused to discuss it as an option citing National Park restrictions. This ignores the fact that digging under National Parks is a matter of fact in other areas, see New Forest, Lake District etc. Therefore, if Scottish Power can dig cables under Barmouth Estuary almost any could be possible This is achievable if there is the will. For example, Denmark will be undergrounding all their cable infrastructure by 2040. 

See Denmark Goes Underground
See Snowdonia Project
Health Implications

Health and safety is a key consideration if these things are so close to homes. There has been much research on this, particularly in Europe, with disturbing findings on the implications for the health and wellbeing of people living near power lines. It is not acceptable to expose anyone to these risks.

Helen Morgan MP recently visited the area and met with residents. She said, “why should rural communities have to be forced to accept things that would not be tolerated in more urban environments, we are not second-class citizens”. 

It should also be acknowledged that there is a significant mental health impact of this whole process on residents and the long-term anxiety that living with noise and fear of induced illness will engender.

Health issues associated with Power Transmission are well known. Here is some supporting evidence from a British University Professor illustrating this.
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Montgomery Canal Restoration Project, Tourism and Jobs

Millions of pounds and tens of thousands of hours have been poured into restoring the canal and supporting the cultural heritage of the canal and the additional jobs and boost to the economy that restoration will provide. Restoration is critical to ensure the sustainable long-term future of the canal with tourism revenues essential to ensure the canal can be better managed and protected, saving it from falling into the disrepair that in turn would be harmful to the protected flora.

The special designation of the Montgomery Canal as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and as a Special Area of Conservation is a protected and fundamental pillar of the canal's restoration. Indeed, a special conservation plan agreed by over a dozen organisations including Powys County Council, Shropshire Council and Natural Resources Wales, which includes bringing more of the canal back to navigation, is a key part of securing both the canal's future and its protected environmental status. 

National Trails and Nature Reserves

Another significant area of tourism are the Walkers of the Glyndwr's Way and Offa’s Dyke, which passes through Llanymynech and, both are designated as National Trails. Additionally, these routes link up with the Llanymynech Rocks Nature Reserve and walkers come from all over the world and spend money along the whole of the Welsh-English border and not just in Montgomeryshire or Shropshire. The applicants planned route cuts straight through these historic gems. 


The planned route of this project will impact these areas and the prospect of tourism revenues immensely and must be considered.

Birds and Other Wildlife

The Peregrine Falcon is designated by Natural England as a Schedule 1 species, Protected in the UK under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981, with the added legal protection that goes with that. To date the applicant has made no reference to the presence of these magnificent birds at Llanymynech Rocks Nature Reserve. 

According to the records of the Shropshire Peregrine Group, an affiliate of the British Trust for ornithology, Llanymynech Rocks has been one of the most consistently successful peregrine nest sites out of fewer than 20 in Shropshire, with 20 successful breeding years producing 45 fully fledged chicks in the 27 years between 1988 and 2015. The risks of this fastest and most iconic of British raptors colliding with overhead wires while hunting the Vyrnwy Valley are evident. Indeed, the applicant’s current planned route cuts straight through the acknowledged hunting grounds to the east, south and west of Llanymynech, the south and east of Pant, and south and west of Crickheath.

Trees and Hedgerows

It has been confirmed that in building a pylon run like this, the need for access will mean that miles of hedgerow will have to be grubbed up and any trees along the route felled. We enjoy a particularly mature range of oak trees in this region, also ancient hedgerows. Loss of these will have a major impact on wildlife and the environment, not to mention the carbon release generated as all that wood is burnt.

Defence and Aviation Industry

No consideration has been given to the dangers to aviation in this area which are very real. The present proposed route passes right through CAA recognised and designated hot-air balloon launch fields and will render them unusable. Secondly the area of North Shropshire and the Welsh Borders around Kinnerley, Crickheath, Pant and Llanymynech is a designated military aviation training area for RAF Shawbury helicopter activities. These lines would be a major hazard and almost certainly in breach of CAA regulation.

Failure to Listen

There is a concern that the applicant is going through the motions with this process and failing to listen to the concerns raised by those directly affected. The applicant is on record as dismissing the fact that the views and environment from and near residents’ homes (and they are homes, not just properties) is of no value. As one of the applicant’s representatives said: ‘Well, you don’t own the view, do you?’ The applicant has also stated that no compensation will be paid to anyone living near power lines, this in spite of the fact that property and land values are directly affected by proximity to power lines - as much as a 20% devaluation.

When the applicant was asked if they had a plan B should their current proposals be rejected, they stated, ‘We don’t need a Plan B. The pylons will happen and the best you can hope for ever is to engage with the process to try and mitigate the impact on your community.”

Treasury Green Book

The process of decision making should follow the Treasury green book. This therefore must be within the Scoping Opinion. It is understood from a recent barrister’s report on a project in East Anglia that ‘to not use the green book would be “incorrect in law”. 

The green book will require a full valuation of natural capital … including the value of landscapes and scenery.  While you don’t own a view, you do enjoy visual amenity, which is covered by natural capital.

Adherence to the Holford Rules

The Holford Rules are a set of guidelines on overhead line routeing were first formulated in 1959 by Sir William, later Lord, Holford, who was a part-time member of the CEGB. National Grid has

reviewed these guidelines, known as the ‘Holford Rules’, and concluded that they have stood the test of time. National Grid therefore intends to continue to employ them as a basis of the company’s approach to overhead line routeing. The applicant has failed to follow these rules in the planning of the proposed route.
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Date of Submission 16th February 2024

Council is asked what action to take in this respect
7.6
National Forest of Wales Grants

The National Forest for Wales has shared information on a new round of funding, which is opening on 21 February, closing on 8 May.  The scheme will be offering grants of between £10k and £40K for each forest site (up to £250k for multiple sites).  It is suitable for organisations, communities and individuals who want to create new small woodlands managed in collaboration with the local community. The planting, ground works and training are funded then an organisation/community group need to maintain and monitor their Coetir Bach on an on-going basis. The scheme will be administered on their behalf by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  More information on the Coetiroedd Bach scheme can be found at: Coetiroedd Bach (Tiny Forests) | GOV.WALES
· They are densely packed, small areas of fast-growing native woodland trees (approximately 25 species) which are planted and managed in partnership with local communities.

· Each forest should be about 200m2, which is roughly the size of a tennis court.

· The planting method encourages accelerated forest development and uses no chemicals or fertilisers.
· They are low management and maintenance requirements after the first two years.

· They provide rich biodiversity, capable of attracting over 500 animal and plant species within the first 3 years.

· They are a nature-rich accessible green space and outdoor classroom for people to reconnect with nature.

· Coetiroedd Bach sites will automatically become part of the National Forest for Wales

Council is asked if it wishes to apply for a grant
Item 8
Amenities

8.1  Walls Bridge Playground and Football Field

Progress report.

 For ease of reference, I have retained the advice of our contractor given at the last meeting

Renovation work on the field I estimate to be starting at around £3000 going up to £6000 if top dressing was included. That is without any fencing work or moving the goals.

The Football Association and other sports bodies can offer advice on funding or I know Morton CC accessed funding from local sources

Council is asked how it wishes to proceed in this matter.

8.2.
Olive Nials’ Memorial Bench
The following was received from Claire Backshall:-
I was walking at MWT’s Llanymynech Rocks reserve this morning and noticed that Olive Nials’ memorial bench is damaged – snapshot attached. One of the slats in the seat is broken: a screw is protruding at the side (circled red) and there is a nasty broken spar in the middle (circled blue).
 
It could probably be repaired in situ. Looks as though the wood had rotted, and I think the adjacent slat might be heading the same way and would be worth replacing too.   
 
Sorry to be the bearer of bad news; on a brighter note, it doesn’t appear to have been the work of a determined vandal, perhaps just an enthusiastic young person jumping on a rather weather-beaten seat!
 
Kind regards
Claire.
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Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.
Road Repairs & Potholes

Verbal update
9.2.
Flooding in Tan-y-Foel 
The following has been received by two residents, 
During periods of heavy rain the excess of water run off from the tarmac in Tanyfoel and at the top of Chapel Lane flows down to the bottom corner of the lane and forms a lake on top of the only drainage that exists, a manhole whose cover has one small slit across the top which rapidly blocks up with mud and leaves. Is Severn Trent water whose pumping station is in the lane responsible for drainage maintenance or is it the local authority. An answer to our problems is needed to avoid this regular problem.

Dorothy and Derek Weston at Elisedd. Thank you.

Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board
The Burial Board has recently sent notice of an increase in charges as follows;-

List of Charges                                                                                                                                                            Updated March 2024 – Review Spring 2025

NB. In ALL cases a £25.00 administration fee is applicable.                    

Infants & Young People Rebate.

A) Infants under the age of 2 years = Free ( if buried in an infant grave)

B) Children under the age18 years = 50%

New Full Burial Plot including Exclusive rights of Burial =   £350.00  

Re – Opening of a full Burial Plot                                         = £ 200.00    

New cremated Remains Plot Inclusive of Exclusive Rights to Burial = £175.00                                                                                                                       

Re opening of cremated Remains plot                 = £ 100.00     

Placement of new Headstone                                = £ 100.00   

Placement of a memorial Tablet                          = £ 75.00           

Additional Subscriptions                                      = £ 50.00 

NB.    The Fee s and payments above apply where a person to be interred or in respect of whom the Right is granted , or immediately before death was , An inhabitant or a parishioner of the Parish of Llanymynech & Carreghofa or within the last five years their place of residence was in that area.

In all other aspects fee s and payments WILL BE DOUBLED

10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
10.4.
Montgomeryshire Local Committee Meeting of the Powys Community Health Council
Item 12 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	
	
	

	Craig Williams MP
	5th February
	E  newsletter

	Older People’s Commissioner for Wales via OVW
	5th February
	Report - Access denied – Older people's experiences of digital exclusion in Wales

	Powys Citizens’ Advice
	6th February
	Survey

	One Voice Wales
	6th February
	Buglife Cymru

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	6th February
	Calon Tan magazine

	Powys County Council & Powys Teaching Health Board
	6th February
	Together we can shape the future – Welshpool and Montgomery workshop[

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	7th February
	Actions from meeting on 30th January

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	9th February
	Defibrillators  installed at fire stations

	Russell George MS
	9th February
	February newsletter

	Hafren Dyfrdwy
	15th February
	Dilys Roadshow

	Powys Teaching Health Board
	15th February
	New EMRTS poster

	One Voice Wales
	15th February
	Update from the Emergency Ambulance Services Committee on the Emergency Medical Retrieval and Transfer Service (EMRTS Cymru) 



	Play Wales
	15th February
	February e bulletin

	One Voice Wales
	15th February
	One Voice Wales National Awards Conference 2024

	Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council
	19th February
	Agenda and papers for meeting of 24th February

	Canal & Rivers Trust
	22nd February
	Montgomery canal on BBC  Countryfile

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	
	Green Gen Vyrnwy Frankton Connection Application Llanymynech & Pant PC Response

	One Voice Wales
	22nd February
	Joint event with Planning Aid Wales

	Play Wales
	22nd February
	Response to Consultation on the professional registration of playworkers


Item 13.
Any other business from councillors
Item 14. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday  26th March 2024 at  7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall 
6

